




TO MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST 
 AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF POPLAR BLUFF…

 I love you!  I pray this collection of stories will 
be a blessing to your families.  May these  

stories encourage you to reflect on the first 
coming of Christ as a baby boy, and look  

forward, with great anticipation,  
to His return as King!  

-Dave McCormack



HOPE
December 2 - Tommy Brack
Matthew 1:18

In 1968, I was serving in the US Army over in 
Korea.  In the place where we were stationed, 
there was an orphanage nearby.  Two nuns 
were in charge of this orphanage, and we 
found out that times were rough there.  The 
kids in this place were not going to be able 
to have anything for Christmas that year.  A 
group of us soldiers decided that we would 
start raising some funds for the  
orphanage to be able to celebrate Christmas.  
Our Army chaplain was in charge of the  
money we were donating.  The chaplain was 
reassigned and left our station.  It was then 
that we found out he had in fact taken the 
money with him that we had raised.  That 
was really devastating to my faith.  I could not 
believe a person would do that!  It seemed to 
make it even worse that he was considered a 
spiritual figure in our ranks.  

As we scrambled to figure out what we could 
do to right the situation, we began to call and 
write letters to our families and church  
families back home.  Soon they made it their 
mission to “save Christmas” for this  



FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
It had been 400+ years since that last  
prophecy of the Messiah.  I’m sure the  

people of God were growing weary and 
 hopeless.  

 
Then, we read in Matthew 1:18 that God was 
sending His Son Jesus to the Earth.  What 

great hope the world would know through 
this unusual plan. He did not arrive as a  

powerful king, but instead, a small baby boy 
in a manger.   

 
Today, just begin this advent season with a 

prayer of thankfulness for the hope we have 
because of the arrival of Christ.  

orphanage.  The churches and families sent 
money and gifts for us to give to the nuns.  This 
restored HOPE in my heart.  I was so upset at 
what the chaplain did, but even more  
overjoyed at what God’s church did!  Even 
when a situation seems hopeless we can trust 
our God who moves in the hearts of his people.



HOPE
December 3 - Will Durden
Luke 6:38

I grew up in what would be called a broken 
home. Mom abandoned my sister and  
I before the age of one. My dad battled  
multiple addictions and was rarely in the  
picture. Therefore, we were raised by our 
grandma. We didn’t have much in terms of 
”stuff,” but my grandma did her best. 

My grandma was a very proud and private 
person. She raised us on a low fixed income, 
and she was not the type of person to go out 
and ask for help. One year my grandma sat 
my sister and I down to tell us that Christmas 
was going to be more of struggle than usual. 
As a kid it was hard not to feel a little 
disappointed. Ultimately, I was fine with it 
because it was coming from my “Mama” and 
she always found a way. 

There was a knock at our door a few days 
before Christmas. I can vividly remember a 
guy dressed as Santa and couple of people 
dressed as elves standing at the door with a 
box of food and presents. He told us that it 
was a gift and that he hoped that we would 



FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
This was such a selfless act. We see the  

profound impact that it has made in Will’s 
life.  Pray today, that God will put someone 

in particular on your heart that you might be 
a blessing to.  Share this story with your kids/

grandchildren and pray that it begins to  
develop a charitable heart within them. 

accept it. I knew that my grandma was 
reluctant to take the gifts, but I think she saw 
the joy in our eyes and couldn’t bring herself 
to turn it down. To this day I don’t know the 
identity of those people. 

As I got older, I found out there were  
programs in place to help families in need. 
Someone in the community thought enough 
of my grandma and our family to come  
together and bless us that Christmas.  
I realized there were people out in the world 
that were willing to give up something in 
their lives to help those in need. That   
“something” didn’t always have to be  
monetary in value because compassion,  
companionship, and/or just a simple caring 
smile is more than enough. I learned to have 
hope when things seem hopeless.



HOPE
December 4 - Oliver Sappington
Acts 20:35

For 14 years I served as the huddle coach for 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes at the 
high school where I taught. Many times my 
wife Barbara and I would open our home 
for FCA events. At one December FCA  
Bible study, member Maria shared that her 
mother had recently lost her job, and with 
her father disabled it wouldn’t be much of a 
Christmas for them.

Touched by Maria’s situation, Barbara and I 
chose to monetarily bless her and her 
family but knew we wanted to remain 
anonymous. So after dark on Christmas Eve 
I drove by Maria’s home and parked our car 
around the corner from her home, a small 
house in a very modest neighborhood. 
Partially covering her face with a scarf, 
Barbara ran up to the front porch and after 
ringing the bell was met by Maria and her 
mother. Handing Maria an envelope, 
Barbara said “Merry Christmas, Jesus loves 
you!” at which time Maria’s brother Dave 
(also an FCA member) came to the door.  
 



Still trying not to be recognized, Barbara 
quickly left the house to meet up with me on 
an adjoining street. As we managed to make 
a fast getaway, we both agreed that in our  
effort to remain nameless it felt like we were 
robbing a bank!

Relieved to have our mission behind us, we 
were thankful to be in a position to  
monetarily bless a special family in need with 
our sacrificial gift. But as we drove home, we 
realized we were really the ones who  
received the greatest blessing that Christmas. 

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
It is always better to give than receive.   
Today’s story has proven that to be a  

trustworthy saying.  I feel we are most like  
Jesus when we are selfless.  Did you know 
that the only direct quote of Jesus in His 

earthly ministry outside the Gospels is found 
in Acts 20:35?  Pray today that we would 

learn to believe and live the great words of 
Christ that “it is more blessed to give than to 

receive.”



HOPE
December 5 - Beth McCormack 
Luke 2:7

My mother was married at a young age.  As a 
matter of fact, she was only 13 years old.  Her 
husband, my dad, was 26.  By the time my 
mother was 25, she had five kids and I was 
her oldest.  When I was ten, my father had 
an accident at his jobsite that later led to his 
death by pneumonia in the hospital. 
I remember vividly the way my mother 
handled this tragedy.  She remarried quickly 
and became a bit of a drifter frequently 
leaving us kids home alone.  One of these 
times was extremely tough for me as the 
eldest sibling.  It was Thanksgiving week 
and we hadn’t seen Mom and my stepdad 
in a couple days.  I remember waking up 
on Thanksgiving morning wondering what 
we were all going to eat? I was in charge by 
default and as lunch drew near that day I 
looked into the cupboard and found a 
single can of chicken noodle soup.  I didn’t 
know what else to do except to divide it up 
amongst us 5 kids.  As we sat there and ate 
what little we had I remember feeling so sad 
and hopeless.  



What a tough moment in my life as I look 
back on that day, that stretch of season 
really.  Now I’m 63 years old and that time 
and those memories have taught me so 
much.  I vowed to never stray or be distant 
from my family.  I vowed to always work 
hard and take care of my family.  It also 
taught me how such a small amount of 
hope could lead to a lifetime of lesson and 
blessings.  That can of chicken noodle soup 
saved Thanksgiving for us.  That little Baby 
Boy came to save the world!  What a hope 
we have in Jesus!

“A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices!”

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
Luke 2:7 tells us that Mary gave birth and 
wrapped baby Jesus is swaddling cloths 
and laid Him in a manger.  The same way 

my mother, Beth, felt in this story, I  
assume Mary probably felt a lot of pressure 
and uncertainty.  It seemed as if Mary didn’t 
have much (swaddling cloths, manger, etc). 
We may feel like we don’t have much, but 
with Jesus we hold everything.  Pray that 

we will be able to understand that Jesus is 
the only thing that brings true and  

everlasting value and hope. 



HOPE
December 6 - Bryan Mays
Luke 2:14

The Christmas season is a very special time 
for me. I love celebrating the birth of Jesus! 
I also love giving gifts! Don’t get me wrong 
I grew up with the excitement of receiving 
gifts like many children. 

When I was in 2nd grade, there was nothing 
I wanted more for Christmas than a pair of 
high top tennis shoes. I remember not even 
knowing about any certain brand name, I 
simply just wanted “high tops.” I asked my 
parents for them on several occasions 
leading up to Christmas and really hoped 
that I would get them. I’m sure they were 
annoyed by my begging and pleading. 

On Christmas Eve, I stayed awake almost all 
night. 

That morning, I was so excited as my sister 
and I began tearing into our packages. It 
seems weird now, but I threw the toys aside 
because I just knew that the next gift would 
be those shoes! So, there I was…about to open 
the last package. “Please, please, please let 
this be them!” After the first rip, I knew. As I 



lifted the Spalding lid from that box, therein 
lay the most glorious pair of white, vinyl
(leather-like) high tops I had ever seen! 

My life was forever changed in an instant! This 
was truly a Christmas that I never forgot!

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
I love how a little kid can be so hopeful for a 
specific gift. I can just hear little Bryan Mays 
singing a joyful song about his new high top 

tennis shoes. 

Can you just imagine the lowly shepherds with 
their flocks that night the angels appeared to 

tell them the great news? It says the angels 
sang “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 

Today we pray a prayer of praise for God 
sending us exactly what we needed in Jesus. 

Let his be a reminder to you of the great hope 
we have in Christ as He is truly the best gift 

ever!



PEACE
December 9 - Becky Hutson 
Jeremiah 29:11

To say that 2019 has been rough is an 
understatement.  My family has had the 
worst year of our lives.  We lost my husband 
Ryan in January.  It has led to tough 
experiences, conversations, and decisions. 
There has been so much change for my 
children and myself. It has been difficult to 
process so many things and to find our new 
normal.  This will be our first holiday season 
without him since his death.  

Because I know God has a great plan for my 
family, I have found my peace in Christ. My 
comfort is to know that God will handle  
everything. I don’t need to stress about things 
when I can trust that God already knows the 
outcome. 

Can you imagine how strong Mary had to be 
when she was told that she was  
pregnant?  She had to be at peace and trust 
that God had plans for her!  



There is so much in my life that is unsettled. 
There is so much in many of our lives that is 
unsettled. Just like Mary, our peace must be 
found in Christ.  He is what has made me  
complete. He makes us all complete. I do not 
fear, even when I hurt.

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
Today, just spend time in prayer for all the 

people who hurt during the holidays from the 
pain of loss. Pray that they are understand God 

is still in control and He is still so good!  Pray 
that we will always trust in His plan no matter 

the path.



PEACE
December 10 - Jane Sconce Worley 
Isaiah 9:6

In my 9th summer, a little girl about 2 years 
old drowned in 3 to 4 inches of water at the 
city water works. It troubled me.

The following January when I was taking a 
bath, I began to cry loudly. My mother rushed 
in the bathroom asking, “What’s wrong?” I 
explained, “If I die in this 3 to 4 inches of 
water, I’ll go to hell!” Mother said, “What do 
you want to do about it?” I answered, “I want 
Jesus!” 

I dressed quickly, and Mother and I went in 
to the living room around the gas circulator 
stove where my dad, my brother, and my 
sister waited. Daddy read these scriptures:

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.   
Romans 3:23

The wages of sin is death but the gift of God 
is eternal life.   
Romans 6:23



That if you confess with your mouth the 
Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved. Romans 10:9-10

For whoever calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.  
Romans 10:13

I repented and received Jesus immediately! 
Although I’ve known many troubled times, 
I’ve always experienced tremendous peace 
regarding my relationship with Jesus and 
my eternity.

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
Oh what peace we have in the saving  

power of Jesus Christ.  The prophet Isaiah 
called Him Wonderful, Counselor, The Prince 
of Peace.  We are reminded today by Jane’s 
story that we serve a God who had a plan to 
save His people.  He sent His Son, the Prince 

of Peace, to a chaotic world full of death 
and darkness. A relationship with Jesus 

Christ is the only way we experience true 
peace.  Pray today for someone you that 

needs salvation. 



PEACE
December 11 - Rhonda McClintock 
Luke 1:46-50

In 2013 on June 4th my husband Scott’s 
earthly journey ended.  Scott was an EMT.  He 
was very calm and collected in most situa-
tions. I am not usually.  That’s why we were 
such a good match. 

As Christmas drew near I remember this 
unsettled feeling of wanting to give my kids 
everything but not having the financial ability 
without Scott. I remember wishing Scott was 
around to help me through all the 
uncertainty.  I just wanted to give them a 
great Christmas in hopes that it would ease 
the pain of not having their dad around for 
the holidays. 

It was in that season that I was taught a lot 
about peace.  Even though Scott had been 
gone for over six months, he still had left 
them the greatest gifts they could ever
receive.  I could see in my children the 
courage, trust, and perseverance that Scott 
had shown during his battle with cancer. I 
could see their faith growing in Christ. 



That Christmas was not the greatest as 
far as material things, but it was rich with 
goods that money could never buy.  We had 
learned a 
lesson of how to have Godly peace that 
passes understanding in the midst of the 
hardest time we’d ever experienced before 
or since.  

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
In Luke 1 we see Mary’s song of praise.  She 
praised God even in the uncertain times.  

She had a supernatural peace as she relied 
on God.  Pray today that you will understand 

that the greatest gifts are things money 
cannot buy.  Pray that you will cherish faith, 

hope and love in Christ above all. God is 
teaching and molding us through our life 

experiences.



PEACE
December 12 - Matt Christian 
Matthew 1:18-20

We were young expectant parents with 
Christmas fast approaching.  There would be 
plenty to do in the new year to prepare for 
our first child due in early February.  

My wife had been experiencing some mi-
nor pre-labor indications that we generally 
dismissed and a follow up was scheduled 
with her Doctor to check on our progress.  I 
received a call early in the afternoon of the 
appointment saying that the Doctor was  
concerned and thought this could be more.  

She was admitted to the hospital. It turned 
into days of emotional and physical chaos. 
Her contractions were unstoppable, there 
were no available treatments left untried.  
The medical staff described the  
complications with a pre-mature birth and 
the risks.  With my wife heavily medicated 
and intensively cared for, we were  
encouraged to make a decision involving 
moving to a hospital offering a higher level of 
care.  



An ice storm was approaching and time was 
of the essence.  With family gathered, a  
tremendous amount of prayer and the  
assurance of one particular physician, the  
decision to stay was made. All preventative 
care was withdrawn, and it was in God’s 
hands.  

Twelve hours later, a small but healthy baby 
boy was welcomed into this world.  He was 
handed to me. I carried him to the nursery 
as a proud new Father with smiles on my 
face in front of friends and family.  

He spent Christmas in the hospital to be  
monitored and was released days later.   
Today, he is a man named Tyler, that many 
of you all know.

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
Can you imagine being Joseph and hearing 
that your virgin fiancé is pregnant?  Joseph 

was rocked to the core.  He made the  
decision to leave the relationship with Mary.  
But, then we see an angel revealing to him 
that this was part of God’s great plan.  It’s  
always best to just trust God through any 

and every thing.  That is the only true peace 
we can have.  Pray for the courage to trust 

God is all things. 



PEACE
December 13 - Ronn Hobbs 
Philippians 4:7-8

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot,  
thou hast taught me to say

It is well, it is well with my soul

God taught me about peace while my 
younger sister was going through the trials 
of breast cancer that eventually took her 
earthly body at age 33.

I love Philippians 4:7-8 so dearly today, 
but it gave me little comfort, much less 
the “peace that passes all understanding” 
during the turmoil that cancer dealt our 
family.

It was my sister Cheryl’s faith in Jesus that 
helped me understand that peace. During 
her earthly battle the Lord placed people 
from my church family to encourage me 
and Jill. He also placed a particular ray of 
hope and peace in the way of a musical 
entitled “Lift Up Your Eyes”. It immediately 



spoke of people all around us that are  
hurting and need a fresh word of comfort 
and peace. I still remember the words “in 
the midst of our struggles, we can trust we 
are not alone.” When we Lift Up Our Eyes as 
the title suggest, God ministers peace and 
a heart of compassion. When we look for 
Him, we find Him. Just as God poured out 
peace in Paul, David, Noah, & Esther...Cheryl 
found her peace in the arms of her Heavenly 
Father, and that’s exactly where I also found 
peace.

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
Maybe you’ve experienced pain like this in 
your life.  Maybe death has taken someone 
much earlier than you ever believed could 
happen. Today, just pray to our God for His 
sweet peace.  Pray that it will truly pass the 
understanding of your pain. Pray that God 

will help us lift up our eyes to Him.



JOY
December 16 - FBC Member 
Matthew 2:10

Last January, I was ready to hit the ground 
running in my new job. After a little over a 
year there, I was finally feeling settled and 
confident. I had a plan to conquer the goals 
for the next year. 

Little did I know, 16 days into January I 
would be let go for something that was not 
my fault. I was so hurt and betrayed by  
people I thought cared about me. I had 
never been let go from a job before. The last 
conversation I had with the manager the 
day I was let go was that I would be fine  
because God would take care of me. I had 
no choice but to trust God!  I had to believe 
this was all part of His greater plan. I really 
felt I was at rock bottom. 

It was not an easy time, but I had such an  
indescribable sense of peace and joy 
through it all. I could see God guiding me 
through every step of the way with His  
divine providence. My family and friends  
often asked how I could be so joyful and 



happy during such a hard situation.  
Something that the world saw as my  
potential demise was really God’s plan to 
move me into the next thing He had for me. 
I had no desire to hurt those who wronged 
me. Instead, God gave me compassion for 
them as nonbelievers. Currently I’m working 
at one of the most enjoyable jobs I’ve ever 
had. I work with several other Christians and 
I can openly talk about Jesus. I get to share 
my testimony and the joy God has given 
me through this trial every day in my new 
workplace!  In the beginning it was scary 
and unfamiliar, but now I’m so glad that it 
happened. I’ve grown so much through it all 
and I’m so much more joyful than I ever was 
before. 

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
Sometimes it is so difficult to see how  

everything will work for the good of those 
who love God.  I believe through trials and 
tests we become wiser to the ways of God.  
His plan is always greater than ours.  The 

wise men rejoiced exceedingly when they 
saw the star that led them to Bethlehem.  

Little did they know exactly what they were 
about to behold.  Pray that you will always 
be moving towards the Savior even when 

you can’t see the outcome.



JOY
December 17 - Nicole Goodhue 
Luke 1:30-31

Obviously what the angel Gabriel told Mary 
was not part of her plan. She was already 
promised to marry Joseph.  However, there 
can be great joy in the unexpected plans of 
God.

This year has been extra joyful for the 
Goodhues as we anticipate the arrival of our 
baby boy. We have prayed for a little one 
over four long and difficult years. Now, we 
are overjoyed how the Lord has answered 
these prayers in such a big way. As always, 
His timing is perfect.

The Christmas story makes me wonder 
about what Mary might have been thinking 
and feeling in the few remaining months 
leading up to Jesus’ birth. I wonder if she 
thought about the things she wanted to 
teach Jesus in the coming years: how she 
would teach him to buckle his sandals, to 
care for the needs of others, and scripture. 
Most of all, I wonder how Mary could have  
 



such immediate trust in God’s plan. These 
past four years of waiting have been difficult 
to trust in God at all times, but through the 
waiting we learned the joy of God’s timing. 
Through times of desserts and valleys, He 
taught us that sustaining hope is found in 
the comfort of His presence. It is such a joy 
to prepare for such things and worship God 
by having trust in His perfect plan. 

FROM PASTOR DAVE:
Sometimes you pray for a long time before 
you get an answer. Jarrod and Nicole were 

growing weary in their prayer for a baby.  
I’ve heard Jarrod say that even if the answer 

would have been “no” he would have still 
praised God joyfully.  Pray that your  

complete joy would be in Christ.  Pray that 
joy, not fear, will fill your heart with each 
and every word you hear from the Lord.



JOY
December 18 - Mike Caldwell 
Isaiah 7:14

In the last year, our family has experienced 
a myriad of emotions through various trials 
of sickness: pain, fear, sorrow, and joy. It felt 
like life was never going to be normal again, 
and it was hard to find any joy through our 
trials. This brought on sorrow and a feeling 
of depression over potentially facing loss.  
However, the Lord delivered us from the  
illnesses. We rejoiced when we learned the 
news that we had a bright future ahead of 
us. There was an immense joy that flowed 
through our home, our family, and our 
church family. The Lord had passed this cup 
over our family. We continue to live in joy 
now, and we thank God for the good news 
of recovery. 

This is the kind of joy that we should feel 
during Christmas, and continue to celebrate 
year round. We go through the pain that 
the world throws at us, the fear that we will 
not overcome or be brought through the 
trials. We suffer from the sorrow that, apart 
from Christ, we face eternal separation from 



the Lord. But we have been spared. The cup 
passed over us. With Christ’s birth came our 
freedom from sin and spiritual death. The  
arrival of Jesus was the arrival of our bright  
future, the news that we are healed. He  
continues to heal us every day, and we get 
to live in the perpetual, phenomenal joy that 
Christ has taken on our diagnosis; sin. He 
took it on when he came to this earth. Each 
day we should live in the joy of Christ, the 
joy of His presence, and the joy that He has 
already come and rescued us and He will 
come again and gather us!

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
In the Old Testament Isaiah told King Ahaz a 
prophecy of Jesus’ birth.  The people in that 

time could look forward with a joyful  
excitement towards what was to come.  We 

see in Mike’s story today that God is in  
control, and He will do great things for us 
in this lifetime. But, even greater than that 
is what He will do for us in eternity.  Jesus’ 
birth has made it possible for each of us 

to have a future in Christ. Pray to have the 
boldness to share that truth with the world.



JOY
December 19 - Peyton Bradley 
Luke 2:29-32

It may sound a little weird, but one of the 
specific times that I felt joy in my life was 
whenever my papa died. We had always 
been really close growing up, and I really 
looked up to him. I always enjoyed  
spending time with him. 

One day, my dad called me as I was walking 
out of the house. Before I even answered, I 
knew. I can’t explain it. I just knew that my 
dad was about to tell me that he had died 
in his sleep the night before. As he told 
me, God gave me a peace about the whole 
situation. As he was getting older I knew 
that this day would come, but I could never 
think about it. 

Because we were so close, I thought it 
would tear me apart. However, in that  
moment God gave me peace that passed 
my understanding. Because of that peace, 
I was able to be joyous through that tough 
time for my family.



Even to this day, he is still dearly missed. 
There hasn’t been a moment that has 
passed since he left this earth that I haven’t 
been joyous in my thoughts of him.

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
Simeon sings a song of joy in Luke 2. In this 
song, Simeon says that he can depart from 
life in peace because he had seen salvation 
in Jesus.  The story we’ve read today shows 
a joy that drowns out sorrow.  The reason?  

Peyton’s papa knew Christ as Savior. We can 
have a joy that trumps sorrow only from a 

saving knowledge of Jesus. Praise God today 
for the joy that comes with salvation.  



JOY
December 20 - John Haislip 
John 16:22

There exists one present given to me at 
Christmas time that stands out above the 
rest.   It wasn’t a game system, a shiny new 
bike, or a BB gun that will shoot my eye out. 

The one gift that I think of most fondly is 
a hot wheels stretch limo.  After all these 
years this gift is still the first one that comes 
to mind when I think about Christmas. I 
can still remember the sparkle grey paint 
and the tinted windows that I opened and 
closed as I drove it up and down my orange 
plastic tracks.  There is a warmth and  
happiness that comes over me as I  
remember playing with that toy over all the 
others.  

Here’s the thing though...I have no idea 
where that toy is.  It was probably  
donated to a younger cousin or sold at a  
garage sale.  My favorite toy is no longer 
mine.   
 
 



Even though I can’t hold it in my hands or 
take it for a spin in my child’s hot wheel city, 
the memories and fondness that I have will 
never leave me.  

This Christmas we celebrate the joy that we 
have because Jesus will never leave us.  The 
joy that I have from a tiny matchbox car 
pales in comparison to what is in store for 
me with the Savior.

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
Jesus, before His crucifixion, told His  

disciples that they would see Him again 
afterwards.  He promises them in John 16:22 
that no one would ever take their joy from 

them.  We put so much hope and effort into 
earthly things yet all of that has an  

expiration date.  The joy of God is forever.  
Today, pray to God that He help you to  

rejoice always in His joy that is unending!



LOVE 
December 22 - Daniel Cowin 
John 3:16

We will do almost anything to acquire the 
affection of someone. Sometimes that  
affection doesn’t live up to standards, or in 
my case, fill a void. As a child, I idolized my 
father like most young boys do. I can 
 remember being his “shadow” just to spend 
time with him. Growing up my dad didn’t 
show me the affection I craved. In his quest 
to provide, the care and love I longed for 
was lost. Dad did his part as far as provision, 
but there was a lacking in the area of  
affection and quality time. 

When I turned 16, I found the kind of love 
I was looking for in Jesus. I gave my life to 
Christ, and that’s when I learned that I had 
a father that loved me. I began to learn the 
lesson that God’s love filled the hole left by 
my dad. I harbored anger towards my dad 
for not being there for me when I needed 
him. I wish I had realized sooner that the 
Creator of the universe had the love I was 
longing for. 



God’s love has also shown me how to be 
forgiving towards my dad.  In this journey, 
He is teaching me how to love my children 
the way that He loves me.  Only God’s love 
can heal the broken hearted. He is Love.

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
We can’t let the hurtful parts of our  

earthly relationships define the relationship 
we have with God.  We see the way He loves 
in the story of Christmas.  God sent His only 

begotten Son to be the payment for our 
sins.  God loves sacrificially and  

unconditionally.  

Praise God for His love.  Pray for His love to 
affect you in such a way that you never feel 
slighted or forgotten. Pray that we can grab 
ahold of the depth, width, and height of His 

love. 



LOVE
December 23 -Terry Glidewell 
1 John 3:1

It had been a year of adjustments for my 
3-yr old son Josh and I. I was trying to figure 
out how to live the life of a single momma 
and make it as “normal” as possible for us.  I 
had a job that I loved working at Cane Creek  
Stoddard Baptist Association. I was so  
thankful for all of the ministry opportunities 
that came with that job. However,  
financially it just seemed that there was  
always more month left than money.  
Christmas was coming up in just a few 
weeks. I so much wanted it to be one that 
was fun and full of memories. I knew that 
memories could be made without money, 
but a little extra would help a lot. I tried not 
to stress, but some days that was easier said 
than done.

One morning, I walked into my office and 
there on my desk was a legal-size envelope 
with “Terry” printed on the front. I 
wondered what it was and who it was from 
as I opened it.  Inside the envelope was a 
note that said “You have been a blessing to 



others, now let others be a blessing to you.” 
That note was wrapped around four $100 
bills! There was no indication of whom it 
was from. At that moment I totally melted!  
Not only was that going to take care of bills, 
but it would provide gifts for Josh! I still do 
not know who left the envelope, but I do 
know that God used that person/persons to 
show His love to me! I have kept that note as 
a reminder that God demonstrates His love 
in so many different ways. He hurts for us in 
our hurts. He rejoices with us in our joys! He 
lavishes His love on His children! I pray this 
Christmas season you will feel God’s love in 
your life and you will look for ways to share 
His love with others.

FROM PASTOR DAVE:
Look how much difference a $400 gift 

made in Terry’s life.  The earthly gifts we 
give pale in comparison to the wonderful 

gift God gave us in His Son Jesus.  Because 
of that gift, we can be called the sons and 
daughters of the King.  Today, just spend 
some time in prayer thanking God for the 

great gift of love we have in Jesus. It is a gift 
we never deserved and one that we could 

never repay.



LOVE
December 24 -Brandon Spain 
Romans 5:8

When I was growing up, my parents would 
say to me, “One day, when you have children 
of your own, you will understand.” As a child, 
I never really knew what they meant by this 
statement. I heard what they were saying, 
but it didn’t register in my childlike mind.

The day came that I was no longer a child 
and I had a child of my own. I remember 
the first time that I held my children in my 
arms. As I looked down into their sweet, 
precious little faces, tears flowed down my 
cheeks, I was overwhelmed with emotions. I 
was excited, joyful, scared, and my heart was 
bursting with a love that could not be  
explained. My parents’ words finally made 
sense. The love that a parent has for their 
child is like no other love. At that moment, I 
knew that I would be willing to do anything 
for them. No person would be able to love 
them more than I did.



God’s love is so much greater than an  
earthly parent’s love. As much as I love my 
boys, I couldn’t let them die for someone 
else. But that’s exactly what God did for us. 

FROM PASTOR DAVE:  
God demonstrated His love for us while 

we were still sinners.  He so loved us that 
He sent His Son through a virgin to die on 
a cross in our place.  How do we ever get 

used to that?  How can we be numb to that?  
On this Christmas Eve as you ponder the 

thought of Christ’s first arrival, spend some 
time thanking Him that He will return again.  
Pray for everyone around the world to know 
the great love of Jesus Christ and His great 

love for this world.



CHRIST
December 25 -David McCormack 
Romans 5:8

One of my favorite verses in the biblical 
Christmas story is Luke 2:19.  It simply says 
“Mary treasured up all these things,  
pondering them in her heart.”  The arrival of 
the long awaited Messiah had taken place.  
Shepherds are rejoicing, angels are singing, 
and Mary is reflecting.  

I don’t know how this Christmas season is 
affecting you.  

Maybe you are rejoicing!  I pray that Christ 
would always be the reason you rejoice  
without end.  

Maybe you are singing!  I pray that Christ 
would always be the song on your lips.  

Maybe you are reflecting, pondering, and/
or treasuring up all these things!  I pray that 
God is showing you mercies afresh in your 
time of meditation.  



One thing is for certain…we have much  
reason to rejoice, sing, and ponder.  Christ 
has come and He will come again!  

We praise Him and thank Him for the HOPE, 
PEACE, JOY, and LOVE we have because of 
His great sacrifice and plan.  

Merry Christmas! We are incredibly blessed! 
We’ve been rescued! 

Let’s tell the world! 




